
AS C H A U M B U R G AS C H A U M B U R G Abasebal l  t eam Abasebal l  t eam Ahas reportedly Ahas reportedly A
attempted to usurp the 
name of one of the Society 
of Historic Illinois Tri-
umphs most hallowed and 
iconic terms for its new 
entry in the independent 
Frontier Baseball League. 
The team owners allege 
that the name “Boomer” 

comes from a common nickname for males of the Greater Prairie 
Chicken species, a bird once abundant in the Midwest. That 
bird’s nickname comes from the dance these males do in order 
to attract females for mating purposes. This clear violation of 
trademark infringement has infuriated S.H.I.T. members. “I’ve 
done a lot of stupid things to earn the Boomer Award,” said long 
time S.H.I.T. member and winner of the Super Boomer Award 
Earl “Twinkle Toes” Rite, “but I never did no stupid Chicken 
Dance to attract some broad, at least not when I was sober.” 
SNAKE BARRPH has discovered that in an unprecedented move, 
the Society of Historic Illinois Triumphs Board of Directors has 
retained the services of nationally known law fi rm “Barristers 
for a Buck” to fi le an infringement of trademarked nomenclature 
lawsuit against the Schaumburg baseball team. “The fact some 
‘Johnny come lately’ baseball franchise has the unmitigated gall 
to name its team the “Boomers,” a clear violation of implicit 
copyright law,” said chief litigator Bob “Burnout” Steal. He 
argued that S.H.I.T. is entitled to a de facto copyright of the 
term “Boomer” by virtue of common law vernacular eminent 
domain. Consequently, Steal has fi led a malorem prohibitum 
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motion before the court seeking punitive damages in addition to 
a cease-and-desist order against the Schaumburg Park District, 
the owners of the team, the Village of Schaumburg, its mayor, 
and all of the citizens for using or attempting to use the club’s 
sacrosanct expression. 
 “Everybody in the civilized world knows full well 
that S.H.I.T. has been using the term Boomer for nearly half a 
century, and for somebody to plagiarize this term for our most 
revered award is unconscionable, not to mention unethical, and 
we are known world wide for our ethics. In his opening remarks, 
Steal cited numerous legal precedents, including Marbury vs. 
Madison, Plessy vs. Fergusson, and Gideon vs. Wainwright in 
constructing his argument before the honorable Judge Patrick 
“Greasy Thumb” Morris. He asked the court to issue an immedi-
ate res ipsa loquitur order against the defendants for the unlawful 
use of the term “Boomers,” and he sought punitive damages of 
3.5 million dollars, or the amount of money usually involved in 
one Triumph restoration. “It’s not about the money,” said Steal, 
trying to surpress a grin. “It’s about the principles involved.” We 
just want to make sure that this embarrassing situation doesn’t 
occur again and cause some other group to suffer the shame 
and humiliation of having their dumbest members compared 
to a semi-extinct fowl.”
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BOARD SELECTS HOST HOTEL FOR 
2015 VTR CONVENTION 

THE S.H.I.T. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
has announced the location of 
the 2015 VTR convention site. 

After an exhaustive search by the site 
selection committee chairperson, Jack 
“Spuds” Billimack recommended the 
board enter into a legally binding con-
tract with the management of the Wagon 
Wheel Resort in Rockton, IL. “It was 
close between the Maple Leaf Resort in 
Plymouth, WI, but we thought the Wagon 

Wheel had more to offer. Besides, the 
Maple leaf was already booked for the 
entire 2015 season. The Wagon Wheel 
Resort, known for its rustic charm, is 
a landmark tourist spot and has lodged 
famous celebrities such as Fatty Arbuckle 
and Mary Pickford.
 “It’s a great spot,” said Billimack 
in his remarks to the board. “The new 
owners assure us that by 2015, the 
property will be as good as it was in the 
80s and 90s and most of the weeds and 
charred debris should be cleaned up by 
then. Plus, we’ll have the place all to our-
selves, and it’s close to all of the numer-
ous attractions that Rockford has to 

offer without the 
congestion that 
we had at  the 
Clock Tower. The 
Wagon Wheel 
covers more than 
300 acres and 
includes an air 
strip we can use 
for the autocross 
just as soon as 
they do a little 
patching. It’s even 
got a golf course, 
a restaurant, a 
church, dinner 
theater and two 

ice skating rinks, 

where Olympic fi gure skating bronze 
medalist Janet Lynn trained. We were 
able to negotiate a real good rate for 2015 

by putting down 10 grand up front. The 
owners assure us that most of the rooms 
will be fi nished and redecorated by then, 
and they even promise to put up smoke 
detectors this time.” He went on to say 
that the management has even offered to 
bring mobile suites to accommodate any 
overfl ow guests for the convention.

 Billimack said that the conven-
tion room rates of $350 per night were 
a bit pricey, but after all, as he has fre-
quently proclaimed, “Money is no object 
to the Jack Billimack family when it 
comes to fi rst class joints for Triumph 
stuff.” Rooms should fi ll up fast, and 
Billimack encouraged S.H.I.T. members 
to book early to avoid disappointment.

Rufus Leaking

VTR 2015 SITE SELECTION REPORT

where Olympic fi gure skating bronze 

Artist rendering of newly renovated luxury resort to be 
used for VTR Convention

Wheel had more to offer. Besides, the 

Mobile guest suite for overfl ow 
visitors courtesy of F.E.M.A.visitors courtesy of F.E.M.A.

Autocross venue
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Recently redecorated guest suites at the Wagon Wheel
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S.H.I.T.  EVENTS CALENDAR

S.H.I.T. UPCOMING EVENTS
Month Date Day Time  Event

Apr. 1st Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T. General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 14th Sat. 8:00 AM Muffl er Bearing Replacement Clinic
 31st Sat. 4:00 AM 30th Annual “House on the Rock” Tour

May 5th Sat. 8:00 AM  Nitrous Clinic
 6th Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]

30th Sat. 3:00 PM Spring Tour to Mid Ohio [Arrive 3:00 AM]
  
June 3rd Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 9th    Breakfast Run to Gary, IN

July 1st Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 28th Sat.  3:00 PM White Trash Nite at Ravinia

Aug. 5th Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 18th Fri. Dusk  Movie Nite -  An omage to Adam Sandler

Sept. 2nd Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 25th    Scented Candle Tour

Oct. 7th Sun. 7:00 PM S.H.I.T General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 20th Sat. 8:00 AM Fall Color Tour to Engelwood

SOCIETY OF HISTORIC ILLINOIS TRIUMPHS

 The SOCIETY OF HISTORIC ILLINOIS TRIUMPHS is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the use and abuse 
of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at the Roundup Saloon in Hillside (X marks the spot on the map), on the 
fi rst Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), but come early, have a 
joint, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.
 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general meeting. No one is allowed to attend 
the Board meetings. 

SNAKE BÄRRPH is published once in awhile, most of the time, and should be expected before the S.H.I.T. membership 
meeting. Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at all. 
Submissions received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable gratuity, [remember- 
this is Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. All negatives and plates will be returned 
upon request. Technical material is provided for reference purposes only and should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions 
offered are those of the author’s and may not express the views of the S.H.I.T. board or the editorial staff of SNAKE BÄRRPHoffered are those of the author’s and may not express the views of the S.H.I.T. board or the editorial staff of SNAKE BÄRRPHoffered are those of the author’s and may not express the views of the S.H.I.T. board or the editorial staff of . 
If you miss an issue ofSSNAKE BÄRRPHSSNAKE BÄRRPHS , do not double your next issue without fi rst consulting your health care professional.

Rufus Leaking, c/o Rufus Leaking, c/o SNAKE BÄRRPHTowers, Bartlett, IL 60103 e-mail: trleaks@sbcglobal.net, Bartlett, IL 60103 e-mail: trleaks@sbcglobal.netTowers, Bartlett, IL 60103 e-mail: trleaks@sbcglobal.netTowersTowers, Bartlett, IL 60103 e-mail: trleaks@sbcglobal.netTowers

SNAKE BÄRRPHis published monthly by: Manteno Bros. Ltd. SNAKE BÄRRPHis published monthly by: Manteno Bros. Ltd. SNAKE BÄRRPH
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TECH BARPH

ON SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 31ST, 
nearly 250 Coventry irregulars 
gathered in the north side alley 

behind the one car garage of ISOA chief 
technical guru, Apex Mosier. They were 
there to learn at the feet of the master, 
and they watched in awe as Apex con-
ducted one of his patented tech 
sessions, this time on changing 
out the dreaded faulty muffler 
bearing. As many Triumphistae 
have discovered, unfortunately, 
oftentimes the hard way, nothing 
can leave your Triumph dead in 
the water quite like a defective 
muffl er bearing. Apex explained 
some of the telltale signs that may 
serve as foreshadowing and indi-
cate the possible imminent failure 
of a muffl er bearing. 
 He began the session 
by demonstrating the correct method 
of verifying that the bearing is, indeed, 
malfunctioning. His special technique is 
to actually taste the muffl er bearing lube, 
usually Castrol 90W GL6 synthetic, for 
the burnt almond fl avor that foreshadows 
the inevitable bearing failure. Apex rec-
ommends that only skilled technicians 
use this method, since the fl uid can be 
lethal if swallowed or allowed to stay 
on one’s tongue for longer than 10 sec-
onds.
 Once Apex had determined that 
the fl uid had been contaminated, the only 
solution was to remove the bearings from 
the muffl er. This is accomplished by the 

judicious use of a Churchill #47xky-
09 centering tool [Lacking the correct 
tool, it is possible to astutely employ a 
nine-pound Birminham/Fletchamstead 
manual inertia director [aka BFH] on the 
body of the muffl er creating a suitable 
cavity to allow for the extraction of the 
gudgeon pins.] It is important to note 
the exact direction of the pins during 
disassembly, since installing them in the 
incorrect orientation can result in sudden 
and inexplicable catastrophic failure of 
the entire drive train, not something to be 
taken lightly. The next step is to note the 
exact amount of end fl oat in the springs 
and ball bearings that hold the bearing 
cluster at the proper angle for maximum 
effi ciency, usually +/- 180 degrees. The 
fi nal step in the disassembly is to remove 
the muffl er case by using an adjustable 
fl ame wrench. It is advisable to follow 
prudent safety procedures during this 

process, since the muffl er bearing fl uid is 
highly fl ammable and has been known to 
spontaneously combust for no apparent 
reason.
 After Apex had removed the 
defective bearings, he replaced them 
with the new and improved bearings. 
Apex recommends that replacement parts 
be sourced from the Far East, since the 
parts made for the home market do not 
have the proper amounts of zinc and lead 
to stand up to the rigorous demands of 
these bearings. The assembly process is 
the reverse of the preceding steps. Care 
should be exercised when the circlips 
are reinstalled on the bearing races, and 
it may be necessary to shim the Kanuten 

valve if the preload readings were less valve if the preload readings were less 
than .0035 centigrade.
 By this time, Apex’s sweet old 
Aunt Wanda, whose garage Apex uses to 
conduct these clinics, announced that the 
pierogies were ready, and it was to time to 
take a break and enjoy some fresh, home-
made treats. Aunt Wanda really outdid 
herself this time, and all of the attendees 
made gluttons of themselves, having 2nd 
and in some cases, third helpings of her 
specialty treats, “Sloppy Sergais.” 
 Following lunch, it was back 
to the garage for the installation of the 
rebuilt muffl er, complete with new bear-
ings. The process only took a few hours, 
and by midnight, it was time to give the 
old girl [the car-not Aunt Wanda] a road 
test. Unfortunately, Apex had failed to 
isolate the battery drain before he began 
the project, and all of the current had dis-
sipated, leaving us until next time to fi nd 

out if the rebuild was a complete 
success. 
 Despite this little setback, 
all of the members in attendance 
were in awe of Apex’s skillful 
and adroit manipulation of his 
extensive collection of specialty 
tools and the breadth and depth 
of his knowledge of Triumph 
technology. I know I speak for 
everyone in attendance when I 
say, unequivocally, that a good 
time was had by all.

Rufus Leaking
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SCENE AT WALMART III
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LETTERS TO THE EDITURD

Dear Editor,
 Las t  year  I 
was honored to be 
selected as a judge at 
the ISOA chili cook-
off. I had just joined 
the club, and this was 
my fi rst ISOA social 
event. The original 
judge had called in 

sick at the last moment, and I happened 
to be standing at the judge’s table asking 
for directions to the Coors Light cooler 
when the call came in. I was assured 
by the other two judges (Long-time 
ISOAers) that the chili wouldn’t be all 
that spicy, and besides, they told me I 
could have free beer during the tasting, 
so I accepted. Here are my notes from 
the event in case any new members plan 
to attend this year.

Maestro’s Monster Chili

•Judge # 1 -- A little too heavy on the 
tomato. Amusing kick.
•Judge #2 -- Nice, smooth tomato fl avor. 
Very mild.
•Judge # 3 -- Holy shit, what the hell 
is this stuff? You could remove dried 
paint from your driveway. Took me two 
beers to put the fl ames out. I hope that’s 
the worst one. These ISOA people are 
crazy

Elwood’s Afterburner Chili

•Judge #1 -- Smoky, with a hint of pork. 
Slight jalapeno tang.
•Judge #2 -- Exciting BBQ fl avor, needs 
more peppers to be taken seriously.
•Judge #3 -- Keep this out of the reach of 
children. I’m not sure what I’m supposed 
to taste besides pain. I had to wave off 
two people who wanted to give me the 
Heimlich maneuver! They had to rush 
in more beer when they saw the look 
on my face.

Suds’ Down the Garage Chili...

•Judge #1 -- Excellent fi rehouse chili. 
Great kick.

•Judge #2 -- A bit salty, good use of 
peppers.
•Judge #3 -- Call the EPA. I’ve located a 
uranium spill. My nose feels like I have 
been snorting Drano. Everyone knows 
the routine by now. Get me more beer 
before I ignite. Hostess pounded me on 
the back, now my backbone is in the 
front part of my chest. I’m getting shit-
faced from all of the beer.

Guzzler’s Black Magic...

•Judge # 1 -- Black bean chili with 
almost no spice. Disappointing.
•Judge #2 -- Hint of lime in the black 
beans. Good side dish for fi sh or other 
mild foods, not much of a chili.
•Judge # 3 -- I felt something scraping 
across my tongue but was unable to 
taste it. Is it possible to burn out taste 
buds? Karen, the hostess, was standing 
behind me with fresh refi lls. The 300-LB 
woman in the corner is starting to look 
HOT...just like this nuclear waste I’m 
eating! Is chili an aphrodisiac?

Stalker’s Legal Lip Remover..
.

•Judge #1 -- Meaty, strong chili. Cay-
enne peppers freshly ground, adding 
considerable kick. Very impressive.
•Judge # 2 -- Chili using shredded beef, 
could use more tomato. Must admit, 
the cayenne peppers make a strong 
statement.
•Judge #3 -- My ears are ringing, sweat 
is pouring off my forehead, and I can no 
longer focus my eyes. I farted and four 
people behind me needed paramedics. 
The contestant seemed offended when 
I told her that her chili had given me 
brain damage. Karen saved my tongue 
from bleeding by pouring beer directly 
on it from the pitcher. I wonder if I’m 
burning my lips off. It really pisses me 
off that the other judges asked me to stop 
screaming. Screw those gearheads, I’m 
going to back to the MG Club.

Vinnie’s Very Vegetarian Variety...

•Judge #1 -- Thin yet bold vegetarian 

variety chili. Good balance of spices variety chili. Good balance of spices 
and peppers.
•Judge #2 -- The best yet. Aggressive use 
of peppers, onions, and garlic. Superb.
•Judge #3 -- My intestines are now a 
straight pipe fi lled with gaseous, sulfuric 
fl ames. I shit on myself when I farted, 
and I’m worried it will eat through the 
chair. No one seems inclined to stand 
behind me. Can’t feel my lips anymore. I 
need to wipe my ass with a snow cone.

S t a g m e i s t e r ’ s  S c r e a m -
i n g  S e n s a t i o n  C h i l i . . .

•Judge #1 -- A mediocre chili with too 
much reliance on canned peppers.
•Judge #2 -- Ho hum, tastes as if the chef 
literally threw in a can of chili peppers 
at the last moment. [I should take note 
that I am worried about Judge # 3. He 
appears to be in a bit of distress as he is 
cursing uncontrollably.]
•Judge #3 -- You could put a grenade in 
my mouth, pull the pin, and I wouldn’t 
feel a thing. I’ve lost sight in one eye, 
and the world sounds like it is made 
of rushing water. My shirt is covered 
with chili, which slid unnoticed out of 
my mouth. My pants are full of lava 
to match my shirt. At least during the 
autopsy, they’ll know what killed me. 
I’ve decided to stop breathing; it’s too 
painful. Screw it; I’m not getting any 
oxygen anyway. If I need air, I’ll just 
suck it in through the 4-inch hole in my 
stomach.

Painless’s Toenail Curling Chili..
•Judge # 1 -- The perfect ending, this is 
a nice blend chili. Not too bold but spicy 
enough to declare its existence.
•Judge #2 -- This fi nal entry is a good, 
balanced chili. Neither mild nor hot. 
Sorry to see that most of it was lost when 
Judge #3 farted, passed out, fell over 
and pulled the chili pot down on top of 
himself. Not sure if he’s going to make 
it. Poor feller, wonder how he’d have 
reacted to really hot chili?

•Judge #3 - No Report 
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A PICTURE IS WORTH 1000 WORDS
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2011 DARWIN AWARDS

Named in honor of Charles Darwin, the 
father of evolution, the Darwin Awards 
commemorate those who improve our 
gene pool by removing themselves from it.

MOTORCYCLE HELMET LAW, PROTESTOR 

PROTESTING MOTORCYCLE HELMET LAWS, an 
Onondaga, NY, man was participating 
in a bare-noggin protest ride when he 

was killed via fl ipping over the handlebars. 
The motorcycle accident injured the noggin 
of Mr. Contos, 55, fatally damaging a brain 
that was unable to determine the physics of 
the situation. Moreover, he’d do it again if 
he could, according to his elder brother. He 
would have wanted it that way. 
 Certain laws have physics on their 
side, obviously, and the laws say one’s body 
cannot walk away from a high-speed physical 
impact. Laws not subject to repeal. Unpro-
tected--you squash like a bug. Protected--you 
eat squash for dinner. 
 Since properly padded and protected 
men can walk away from a 90-mph crash, 
protection is prudent when you increase 
{mass x speed} above a critical threshhold. 
 Prudent, but sohuld protection be 
mandatory? Robert Frost says, “I hold it to 
be the inalienable right of anybody to go to 
hell in his own way.” 
 Police said Phil “hit his brakes, fi sh-
tailed and went out of control, fl ipping him 
over the handlebars.” What we, the Darwin 
Awards committee, would like to know--and 
news reports don’t explain--is just how he 
went over the handlebars?

PLANKING SPANKING 

 PLANKING? What is it? ‘Planking’ 

is the peculiar wit of lying fl at as a plank in 
unusual locations--train tracks, fi re hydrants, 
clotheslines--and posting public photo-
graphs, spreading joy. This Australian craze 
had infected poor Mr. Acton B., a (former) 
planking enthusiast who was not aware that 
Balconies Are The #1 One Cause of Gravity-
Fed Darwin Awards. Not knowing, he was 
doomed to repeat the lesson. Camera ready, 
the 20-year-old stretched himself out face-
down on the railing, arms by his sides, stiff 
as a plank, balanced. Don’t do it, don’t cross 
that line young male Homo sapiens sapiens! 
Oh no...the species is doomed. Down he fell. 
Descent of man. 
 PLANKING happened on 15 May 
2011, Brisbane AU. Although we do not have 
a photograph of the actual event, we encour-
age reporters to re-enact the scene for your 
own cameras. No, really, go ahead.
 Planking is nothing without a photo-
graph. The men down under have risen to the 
top of the zany photos crop, planking naked, 
planking on police cruisers, planking here, 
there, and across the desks on TV Network 
News. Planking has well and truly jumped 
the shark. 

HOTTER COPPER WHOPPER 

 Thief! How, many, thieves, have, to 
die, to prove that you shouldn’t steal copper 
wire? Besides the risk, it’s not right to cause 
thousands of dollars worth of damage, for 
hundreds of dollars in profi t. HEY YOU 
IMMORAL IDIOTS, it makes bad envi-
ronmental sense to destroy more than you 
recoup. Angry lecture! 
  Knowing that species evolve, why 
are we so dumb? Like Darwin’s Finches, 
humans are fi lling the ‘new islands’ (evolu-
tionary niches) created by our civilization, 
and our mutations are being tuned by each 
self-limiting step we take. 
 Which brings me to a Leeds teen-
ager, who at 16 became a deceased Darwin 
Award winner by making one such self-limit-
ing step. Copper theft is a killer, and also a 
nuisance. CE Electric UK has dealt with 279 
incidents in the last year in West Yorkshire. 
They plead, “We are pleading with thieves 
to think about the consequences and how 
much they are risking for such a small return. 
DANGER OF DEATH signs are posted for 
a reason!” 
 Stealing copper? Fast track train to 
Charles Darwin’s heavenly estate. “Welcome 
home, Leeds teen. You were old enough to 

know better!” Sometimes a friend has to know better!” Sometimes a friend has to 
cram life into too few years, but we comfort 
ourselves knowing that his destiny was to 
serve as a warning to others

WEDDING JITTERS 

  In 2004 a pre-wedding henna 
party was underway when a prowler with 
the appearance of an undead ghoul broke 
into the home of Indira Vegas, 23, a well-
known red-headed stripper in downtown 
Delhi. While most of the party reacted with 
confusion as the prowler lurched forward, 
in a foetid cloud that reportedly reeked of 
“tear gas,” Vegas approached the zombie 
and whacked its temple with her 5” stiletto 
heel. According to an eyewitness report, 
this dispatched the prowler, successfully 
halting a Class I invasion. What makes this 
story worthy of Darwin’s notice however, 
is the subsequent actions of Vegas. She put 
the stiletto-heel shoe back on and went on 
to accidentally infect her sister-in-law, with 
what one neighbor described as a ‘mis-step.’ 
The name and whereabouts of the sister-in-
law have not been released to the press. The 
woman, infected with a strange painful las-
situde, passed into a “deep sleep” and was 
placed in a bedroom. 
 The photographer, Timothy Caes, 
16, stated that the party was discussing who 
should report the deceased prowler to police, 
when a second ghoul emerged from the 
bedroom and began to savagely bite Vegas. 
Mr. Caes, the primary source of this report, 
is a local student who was not known to 
the group. He states that subsequent to this 
savage attack, Vegas inexlicably turned and 
began to menace him. Mr. Caees was able to 
subdue the reanimated zombies by bashing 
them several times with a tripod, knocking 
them to the fl oor and halting their wails. 

That was enough. The sudden 
silence provoked a stampede of human chaos 
from the room, and what was effectively a 
herd of vertical bayonettes put an end to what 
was ultimately recorded as a “schizophrenic 
episode” on the part of the deceased. 
 Indra Vegas, who began her 15 
minutes of fame by saving her friends, ended 
her life with yet another boneheaded move 
involving high heels. Women, high heels? 
Between you and me, put those things in 
your trash. High Heels  Natural Selection in 
Action. 
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LITTLE BASH REPORT

THE CLUB LITTLE BASH IS A TRADITION 
dating back decades and is surely 
the highlight of the S. H. I. T. social 

calendar. The bash, as it is known to longtime 
club members, puts the Société in the Society 
of Historic Illinois Triumphs. As we have for 
some time, the triumphistae traveled west 
to the bucolic hamlet of Marengo to attend 
this year’s bash. The host site was the ever 
popular resort and playhouse that goes by the 
name of “Shady Lane.”
 This year’s gala got underway with 
hors d’oeuvres and cocktails served at around 
six. The bash primary organizer, Earl Wright, 
encouraged all of the participants  to join in a 
special icebreaker game that he had designed 
just for the occasion. While the partygoers 
munched on cocktail weenies and potato 
chips, Earl stripped off his tux and demon-
strated the naked twister game designed to 
enable all of the partygoers to get to know 
one another a bit more intimately. You have to 
hand it to Earl, he really knows how to liven 
up a party! The participants gathered around 
the bar. Before long, the empty 40 ouncers 
of PBR and the Styrofoam cups of Mad Dog 
20-20 were clinking as the revelers began to 
loosen up.
 Around seven, the wait staff began 
to serve the Epicurean entrées that the ban-
quet facility is best noted for. Following the 
fi rst course of garden salad with what we 
think were raisins, although they seem to 
move under their own power, and a soup like 
concoction, servers brought out the entrées. 
Partygoers could select from chipped beef on 
toast, chicken ala king on toast, or creamed 
tuna fi sh on toast. There was no doubt that 

many of the gourmands in attendance suf-
fered from cognitive dissonance over which 
of these delicacies to enjoy. The meal was 
topped off with a tasty dessert comprised of 
freshly made Jell-O topped with what might 
have been cool whip. To a man [and woman], 
everyone in attendance agreed that the meal 
was beyond words. No one should have been 
surprised, since the Shady Lane has been 
providing such delicacies to the members of 
our society for many, many years.
 As the staff cleared away the tables, 
S. H. I. T. President Barry Dolan took to the 
podium and presented his state of the union 
address. He mentioned that the club treasury 
was not quite solvent and that a modest dues 
increase was forthcoming. He then described 
plans for the summer driving events that 
would include the famous scented candle 
tour, the club drive-in movie night – a video 
homage to Adam Sandler – and the ever 
popular white trash night scheduled for the 
Meadowdale Raceway. Next up, newsletter 
editor, Rufus Leaking, handed out awards for 

those who had submitted articles for Snake 
Baarrph. After that, it was time for the annual 
Member of the Year Award which once again 
was presented to Earl Wright for his efforts 
to coordinate the always popular house on 
the rock tour.
 Next it was time for the S.H. I. T. 
band – the kickers – to play a special rendi-
tion they had rehearsed of Gloria. Last, but 
not least, the partygoers participated in the 
traditional game of identify the mystery 
person. This activity consists of attempting 
to name famous or infamous characters from 
current events. The attendees broke into 
groups and were given a few minutes to see if 
they could recognize fi gures from the recent 
past including, but not limited to, such S.H. 
I. T. luminaries as Valerie Stebanow, Dennis 
Trowbridge, Paul Watts, Steve Percifi eld, 
Mike Miche, and a host of others. By around 
4 AM, the bartender announced that beer 
was all gone and that the local constabulary 

was on their way, so the group decided to 
call it an evening, but not before yet another 
successful bash concluded. To be sure, 2012 
will go down in the annals of S.H.I.T.’s long 
litany of “a good time was had by all” events 
for the members of the Society of Historic 
Illinois Triumphs.

SOCIAL BARPH
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THEY WALK AMONG US ... 

WE HAD TO HAVE THE GARAGE 
door repaired. The Sears 
repairman told us that one of 

our problems was that we did not have 
a ‘large’ enough motor on the opener.  I 
thought for a minute and said that we had 
the largest one Sears made at that time, a 
1/2 horsepower.  He shook his head and 
said, ‘Lady, you need a 1/4 horsepower.’  
I responded that 1/2 was larger than 1/4.  
He said, ‘NO, it’s not.’  Four is larger 
than two..  We haven’t used Sears repair 
since. 

 My daughter and I went through 
the McDonald’s take-out window and I 
gave the clerk a $5 bill.  Our total was 
$4.25, so I also handed her a quarter.  She 
said, ‘you  gave me too much money..’  
I said, ‘Yes I know, but this way you 
can just give me a dollar bill back.  She 
sighed and went  to get the manager who 
asked me to repeat my request.  I did 
so, and he handed me back the quarter, 
and said ‘We’re sorry but we cannot do 
that kind of thing.’  The clerk then pro-
ceeded to give me back $1 and 75 cents 
in change.    

 I live in a semi-rural area.  We 
recently had a new neighbor call the local 
township administrative offi ce to request 
the removal of the DEER CROSSING 
sign on our road.  The reason: ‘Too many 
deer are being hit by cars out here!  I 
don’t think this is a good place for them 
to be crossing anymore....” 

 My daughter went to a local Taco 
Bell and ordered a taco.  She asked the 
person behind the counter for ‘minimal 
lettuce.’ He said he was sorry, but they 
only had iceberg lettuce. 

 I was at the airport, checking 
in at the gate when an airport employee 

asked, ‘Has anyone put anything in your 
baggage without your knowledge?’  To 
which I replied, ‘If it was without my 
knowledge, how would I know?’  He 
smiled knowingly and nodded,  ‘That’s 
why we ask.’ 
This happened in Birmingham, AL   

The stoplight on the corner buzzes when 
it’s safe to cross the street.  I was cross-
ing with an intellectually challenged 
co-worker of mine.  She asked if I knew 
what the buzzer was for.  I explained that 
it signals blind people when the light is 
red.  Appalled, she responded, ‘What on 
earth are blind people doing driving?!’ 
She’s a probation offi cer in Wichita, KS 

We had a good-bye luncheon for an old 
and dear coworker who was leaving the 
company due to ‘downsizing.’ 
 Our manager commented cheer-
fully, ‘This is fun.  We should do this 
more often.’ 
 Not another word was spoken.  
We all just looked at each other with that 
deer-in-the-headlights stare. 
This was a lunch at Texas Instruments.

 I work with an individual who 
plugged her power strip back into itself 
and, for the sake of her life, couldn’t 
understand why her system would not 
turn on. 
She’s a deputy with the Dallas County 
Sheriff’s offi ce, no less.  
  
When  my husband and I arrived at an 
automobile dealership to pick up our car, 
we were told the keys had been locked 
in it.  We went to the service department 
and found a mechanic working feverishly 
to unlock the door on the driver’s side.  
As I watched from the passenger side, I 
instinctively tried the door handle and 
discovered that it was unlocked.  ‘Hey,’ 
I announced to the technician, ‘It’s open!’  
His reply, ‘I know ... I already got that 

side.’ 
 A woman drove to the bank 
drive-in window to cash a check.  The 
teller told the woman that in order to 
cash her check she would need to see 
her drivers license.  All in a huff, the 
woman drove away in apparent disgust.  
Momentarily, she came back to the same 
teller.  When once more the teller told 
her she needed to see her drivers license, 
the woman replied. “You didn’t see the 
license when I drove around??????”

 A North Carolina man is facing 
criminal charges after driving his Camaro 
sports car into a local DWI mobile com-
mand center Sunday morning at 2:45am. 
Police say they suspect 21-year-old 
Douglas Shane Southard was driving 
under the infl uence of alcohol.
 “In the offi cer’s opinion, alcohol 
was believed to be a contributing factor in 
the crash,” said Maj. Kevin Yarborough 
of the Newton Police Department.
 The “Booze It and Lose It” 
mobile command center is set up at vari-
ous checkpoints across the state to keep 

THEY WALK AMONG US

THEY WALK AMONG US ... asked, ‘Has anyone put anything in your side.’ 

O u r  t h a n k s  t o  S o u t h e a s t e r n  W i s c o n s i n  r e g i o n a l  h u m o r  c o r -
re s p o n d e n t  S t e v e  Yo t t  a n d  P r i s o n  C i t y  B r i t  r e p o r t e r  K i m  J e n s e n ]



11SNAKE BARPH APRIL 2012SNAKE BARPH APRIL 2012

NO CAPTION REQUIRED
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HEADLINES YOU MAY HAVE MISSEDHEADLINES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Man Kills Self Before Shooting Wife Man Kills Self Before Shooting Wife 
and Daughter and Daughter 

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, 
Expert Says Expert Says 

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Police Begin Campaign to Run Down 
Jaywalkers  Jaywalkers  

Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian 
Takes Over  Takes Over  

Miners Refuse to Work after Death Miners Refuse to Work after Death 

Juvenile Court to Try Shooting 
Defendant  

War Dims Hope for Peace  
[I can see where it might have that 
effect!]

If Strike Isn’t Settled Quickly, It May 
Last Awhile 

Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  

Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homi-
cide
[They may be on to something!]

Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  

Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Bat-
tery Charge  

New Study of Obesity Looks for New Study of Obesity Looks for 
Larger Test Group  
[Weren’t they fat enough?!] 

Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in 
Spacecraft  
[That’s what he gets for eating those 
beans!]

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks  

Local High School Dropouts Cut in 
Half  

Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doc-
tors 

Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; 
Hundreds Dead  

WHERE’S MY RED PEN?!

Thanks to Senior Technical Correspondent, Steve Yott, 
for this  updated wiring diagram for the Triumph TR5Afor this  updated wiring diagram for the Triumph TR5Afor this  updated wiring diagram for the Triumph TR5A
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GENERAL IN “TR” EST

Coventry Irregulars preparing for 
St. Patty’s Day Chili party

Coventry Irregulars preparing for 

Only known photo of British Leyland skydiving team taken 
before their only jump

Only known photo of British Leyland skydiving team taken 

Michellotti workers on factory authorized hiatus for 
spaghetti harvest

Michellotti workers on factory authorized hiatus for Thanks to Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak for these graphics col-
lectivley entitiled “Men without supervision.”

Thanks to Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak for these graphics col-
lectivley entitiled “Men without supervision.”
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GED ANSWERS 

Q. Name the four seasons
A. Salt, pepper, mustard and vin-
egar

Q. Explain one of the processes by 
which water can be made safe to 
drink
A. Flirtation makes water safe to 
drink because it removes large pol-
lutants like grit, sand, dead sheep and 
canoeists 

Q. How is dew formed?
A. The sun shines down on the leaves 
and makes them perspire

Q. What causes the tides in the 
oceans?
A. The tides are a fi ght between the 
earth and the moon. All water tends to 
fl ow towards the moon, because there 
is no water on the moon, and nature 
abhors a vacuum. I forget where the 
sun joins the fi ght

Q. What guarantees may a mortgage 
company insist on?
A. If you are buying a house, they will 
insist that you are well endowed

Q. In a democratic society, how 
important are elections?
A. Very important. Sex can only 
happen when a male gets an elec-
tion

Q. What are steroids?
A. Things for keeping carpets still on A. Things for keeping carpets still on 

the stairs (Shoot yourself now , there 
is little hope)

Q. What happens to your body as 
you age?
A. When you get old, so do your 
bowels and you get intercontinental 

Q. What happens to a boy when he 
reaches puberty?
A. He says goodbye to his boyhood 
and looks forward to his adultery (So 
true)

Q. Name a major disease associated 
with cigarettes
A. Premature death

Q. What is artifi cial insemination?
A. When the farm er does it to the bull 
instead of the cow 

Q. How can you delay milk turning 
sour?
A. Keep it in the cow (Simple, but 
brilliant)

Q. How are the main 20 parts of the 
body categorised (e.g. The abdo-
men)?
A. The body is consisted into 3 
parts - the brainium, the borax and 
the abdominal cavity. The brainium 
contains the brain, the borax contains 
the heart and lungs and the abdominal 
cavity contains the fi ve bowels: A, E, 
I,O,U.. (wtf!) wtf!) wtf

Q. What is the fi bula?
A. A small lie

Q. What does ‘varicose’ mean?
A. Nearby

Q. What is the most common form of 
birth control?

A. Most people prevent contraception 
by wearing a condominium 

Q. Give the meaning of the term 
‘Caesarean section’
A. The caesarean section is a district A. The caesarean section is a district 
in Rome

Q. What is a seizure?
A. A Roman Emperor. (Julius Seizure, A. A Roman Emperor. (Julius Seizure, A. A Roman Emperor. (
I came, I saw, I had a fi t)

Q. What is a terminal illness? 
A. When you are sick at the airport. 

Q. Give an example of a fungus. What Q. Give an example of a fungus. What 
is a characteristic feature?
A. Mushrooms. They always grow 
in damp places and they look like 
umbrellas

Q. Use the word ‘judicious’ in a 
sentence to show you understand its 
meaning
A. Hands that judicious can be soft as 
your face. (OMG)

Q. What does the word ‘benign’ 
mean?
A. Benign is what you will be after A. Benign is what you will be after 
you be eight (brilliant) 

Q. What is a turbine?
A. Something an Arab or Shreik A. Something an Arab or Shreik 
wears on his head 

Q. Name the the branches of the 
American government
A. Legislative, Judical, and Exlaxi-
tive

Q. What was the the slogan of the 
patriots in the American Revolu-
tion?
A. No taxation without relaxation

GED ANSWERS the stairs (the stairs (Shoot yourself now , there Shoot yourself now , there A. Most people prevent contraception A. Most people prevent contraception 

Our thanks to Senior Northwest Indiana humor correspondent, Tim Mantel, for these gems. [Ed. 
note - the last two were actually given by 8th graders in my own Constitutional review class.note - the last two were actually given by 8th graders in my own Constitutional review class.]]

YOU CAN’T MAKE THIS STUFF UP
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THE ORIGINS OF THE “WEDGE” NICKNAME

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR

THE ORIGINS OF THE “WEDGE” NICKNAME

Ran good before  
minor fender bender

Good restoration 
candidate

Very rare [because 
nobody wanted them 
when they were new]when they were new]

It’ll probably 
rub out

Needs a little TLC

Restoration started 
- lost interest

Custom paint!!

High Performance! 
options!!

Some minor assem-
bly required

NEWBIES

Ivan Yakenhoff
1215 Coventry Lane, Manteno, IL

1950 Mayfl ower Turbo

Harry P. Ness
1588 6th St., Downers Grove, IL  

1972 TR6

Ben Dover
1963 Kent Circle, Chicago, Il

1982 Acclaim 

Olga Fokyrcelph
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, Berwyn

1965 Spitfi re MK V

Jack Hoff
666 Mocking Bird Lane, 

Calumet City
1968 2000 Estate

Rufus Leaking
10 Abbington Court, 

Spring Green, WI
1963 Herald Sprint



OUR INITIAL RESPONSE TO THE RECENT ARTICLE IN Clas-
sic MotorSports touting the presence of 40+ 
Triumph sports cars on display at the Toronto 

Auto Show was, at best, lukewarm. After more than half 
a century of attending car shows, we readily admit that 
we have become a bit “jaded” at the prospect of looking 
at yet another gaggle of cars. However, the thought of 
a midwinter road trip began to take on more and more 
appeal, especially when Jay Holekamp offered to use 
some of his countless Marriott points to provide for the 
hotel accommodations. Besides, any trip with Jay is worth 
the price of admission if for no other reason than being 
assured countless hours of unbelievably amusing stories, 
in addition to being in the company of a world traveler 
– literally. Granted, a journey from the heartland northeast 
in mid-February could very well prove a bit dicey, but we 
decided to take our chances, and Jay reserved a room at 

TRS IN TORONTO
TEXT AND GRAPHICS BY BOB STREEPY

APRIL 2012
Vol. IV Issue No. 488

NEWSLETTER OF THE ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATIONNEWSLETTER OF THE ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATIONNEWSLETTER

DEDICATED TO THE ENJOYMENT AND PRESERVATION OF TRIUMPH SPORTSCARS
CHICAGOLAND’S OLDEST AND MOST ACTIVE TRIUMPH ENTHUSIASTS CLUB - NOW 

IN OUR FORTY-FIFTH YEAR FIFTH YEAR FIFTH  -
A CHAPTER OF THE VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER

INSIDE YOUR APRIL
SNIC BRAAAPP

 •Hub Clinic Part II
  •Swap meet
   •Carb Clinic

Lots of other Stuff

continued on page 20

the Toronto Marriott for the evening of Tuesday, February 
21. Early that morning, we departed Wheaton for the 575 
mile trip to the great White North. Although the winter of 
2012 had thus far been unusually mild, as luck would have 
it, we did encounter a “wintery mix” on much of the way to 
Toronto. Nevertheless, we checked into the room around 
6 PM that evening, none the worse for wear. We had 
made prior arrangements to meet Wednesday morning 
with the show organizer, David Fidler, who also serves as 
the editor of the Toronto club newsletter. We strolled from 
the hotel a block or so to the Convention Centre, picked 
up our passes, and proceeded to the area where we had 
arranged to meet David.
 Unlike the auto shows held at McCormick Place 
or similar venues, the Toronto Convention Centre has dis-
plays in two separate buildings on several different levels. 
To say that it’s a bit diffi cult to fi nd one’s way around would 
be an understatement. Nevertheless, we made our way to 
the section set aside for historic autos and met with David. 

CHICAGOLAND’S OLDEST AND MOST ACTIVE TRIUMPH ENTHUSIASTS CL

APRIL 2012

SNIC

BRAAAPP
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ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on the fi rst 
Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), 
but come early, have a beer, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 
meeting.Everyone is welcome to attend the Board meetings. 

SNIC

BRAAAPP

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS
MONTH DATE DAY TIME  EVENT

APR. 1ST SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 7TH SAT. 8:00 AM DISTIRBUTOR CLINIC - PAWLAK’S, 14N640 ENGEL RD., HAMPSHIRE

 21-2    CHUMP CAR RACE AT ROAD AMERICA, “THE GREAT AMERICAN MELTDOWN” ELKHART, WI
 27-29    THE MITTY ROAD ATLANTA, GA - GRMSPEEDFEST.COM

 31ST SAT. 4:00 AM HOUSE ON THE ROCK TOUR

MAY 5TH SAT. 8:00 AM TUNE-UP CLINIC - FISHER’S SHOP, 1114 RAIL DR., UNIT C, WOODSTOCK

 6TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 19TH SAT. 8:00 AM SPRING BREAKFAST TOUR - SUNRISE RESTAURANT - NORTHEAST CORNER OF RT 72 AND I 39.

JUNE 3RD SUN.   CHAMPAGNE BRITISH CAR SHOW

  SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 16TH SAT.   BREAKFAST RUN TO BLACK HAWK FARMS & CAMPOUT

 17TH SUN.   WISCONSIN BRITISH CAR FIELD DAY - SUSSEX, WI
 20-23    TRA NATIONAL CONVENTION, LITTLE SWITZERLAND, NC

24TH SUN.   25TH ANNUAL MICHIANA BRITISH CAR SHOW, ST. MARY’S COLLEGE, NOTRE DAME, IN 
29TH FRI.   DRIVE IN MOVIE NIGHT - CASCADE DRIVE IN THEATER, WEST CHICAGO

JULY 1ST SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 8TH SUN.   MAD DOGS & ENGLISHMEN BRITISH CAR SHOW

 15TH SUN. 10:00 AM BARRINGTON CONCOURS, MAKRAY MEMORIAL GOLF COURSE, BARRINGTON

 29TH SUN.   OUTING TO RAVINIA

AUG.  5TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 2-4    TRF SUMMER PARTY 
 10TH FRI. 6:00 PM WHITE TRASH NIGHT - SYCAMORE SPEEDWAY

 26TH SUN. ALL DAY  GENEVA CONCOURS - CONTACT TOM MORGAN FOR CLUB PARKING DETAILS

SNIC BRAAAPP® is the monthly newsletter of the Illinois Sports Owners Association, an organization 
dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of Triumph Sports Cars. Pictures, descriptions or accounts from this 
publication may not be reproduced without written permission. Member submissions are welcome, but the editor 
reserves the right to modify content to fi t the space available. Contributions received after the 10th of the month will 
probably appear in the following issue, if at all. Technical material is provided for reference purposes only and should 
be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered are those of the author’s and may not express the views of the ISOA 
board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAAPP Questions, comments, concerns, or great thoughts should be directed to: 

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle, Bartlett, IL 60103 e-mail: trstreep@sbcglobal.net
SNIC BRAAAPP is published by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683
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MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

A LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM

THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

BY SNIC BRAAAPP EDITOR 
BOB STREEPY

1. DENIAL AND ISOLATION

2. ANGER

3. BARGAINING

4. DEPRESSION

5. ACCEPTANCE

THE FIVE STEPS IN DEALING WITH the 
loss of someone close to you 
are outlined above according 

to the book On Death and Dying
by Elsabeth Kubler-Ross. Many of 
us in ISOA are struggling mightily 
to deal with the second sudden loss 
of a close comrade and fellow club 
member within six months. In July 
of 2011, we sadly bid farewell to our 
good friend Mike Mueller. His death 
was unexpected and tremendously 
diffi cult to come to grips with. We 
were still reeling from his passing 
when word of Dave Kayson’s  fatal 
heart attack reached us in late 

February. We all cope with the end 
of the life cycle in our own way. 
The sequence of steps varies from 
person to person, and no two of us 
necessarily deal with these steps in 
the same order, to the same extent, 
or in the same sequence. 
 As for me, I am fi rmly stuck 
at this point in time in the “anger” 
mode. Mike and Dave were two of 
the closest friends I have ever had. 
They were numbers two and three 
on my speed dial, and hardly a day 
would go by when I didn’t speak with 
either or both of them. We frequetnly 
got together to tinker on a car, have 
lunch, or just hang out.
 To lose one close friend at 
any time is traumatic. To lose two 
in such us a short span of time just 
plain seems unjust. I mentioned to 
one of my surviving friends that from 
now on, I plan to only associate with 
people I dislike. My rationale for this 
is simply that I’m not sure if I can bear 
to lose any more close friends in the 
immediate future. 
 Another alternative that I 
have considered is to exclusively 
associate with people in their 20’s or 
30’s. There is a serious downside to 

this, especially since people of that 
vintage are unlikely to have any inter-
est in hanging out with geezers.
 In all seriousness, our club 
has lost two special members. Mike 
and Dave could both be described 
as the kinds of ISOA guys who would 
do anything for anyone, and often 
they did. They each possessed a 
great deal of technical ability which 
they readily shared with all of the 
members of ISOA. In addition to their 
above average wrenchmanship, they 
were both, to put it simply, great 
guys. The three of us engaged in 
any number of road trips, car hunts, 
ISOA events and activities, and I can 
honestly say I cannot remember an 
unpleasant time when we were in 
each other’s company. 
 To say that they will be 
missed, is a gross understatement, 
and for the numerous new members 
who have come into the ISOA fold 
recently, you’ll never begin to know 
what you’ve missed with their pass-
ing.
 I am reminded of a line from 
fi lm version of The Killer Angels, 
the story of the battle at Gettysburg 
by Michael Shaara, in which grizzled 
Union gunnery sergeant lay mortally 
wounded following the Confeder-
ate attack on Little Round Top. As 
he drew his last breath, he told his 
young Lieutenant, Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain, “Laddy, I been in this 
man’s Army man and boy for thirty 
years, and I never served with a fi ner 
man.” When it came to ISOA mem-
bers, the same could be said of Dave 
and Mike. Their loss has left a void 
in our club which will likely never be 
fi lled. They both personifi ed the true 
spirit of ISOA, and their likes will not 
be seen again.

Streepy

A LITTLE BS FROM BS February. We all cope with the end 

Ed Note; Some readers may have noticed that a considerable amount of the annual “gag” portion [that’s the fi rst half of this 
month’s fi shwrap although many would argue that the term applies to the entire thing each month], is, euphemistically an “encore“ 
presentation. It’s just that it’s kind of hard to come up with anything particularly amusing when you’ve just buried your best friend.

Ed Note; Some readers may have noticed that a considerable amount of the annual “gag” portion [that’s the fi rst half of this Ed Note; Some readers may have noticed that a considerable amount of the annual “gag” portion [that’s the fi rst half of this 

presentation. It’s just that it’s kind of hard to come up with anything particularly amusing when you’ve just buried your best friend.presentation. It’s just that it’s kind of hard to come up with anything particularly amusing when you’ve just buried your best friend.
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

ROAMIN’ WITH ROMAN 

BY ISOA PRESIDENT

ROMAN HRYNEWYCZ

It is with much sadness and regret 
that we within ISOA must say good-
bye to a good friend and longtime 
member, Dave Kayson. Besides 
being a good friend, Dave assisted 
many members with their Triumph 
projects. Not only was he a font of 
knowledge, but also a big resource 
in fi nding just the right part. He will 
be greatly missed by all.

THE OTHER DAY WHILE I WAS TRYING

to write this column, a friend 
and neighbor of mine called to 

ask if I had a large Posi-Drive screw-
driver. Those of us that do our own 
maintenance know that this is a type 
of screwdriver used mostly on foreign 
cars such as our beloved Triumphs. 
While my neighbor does not have the 
good sense to own a Triumph, he is 
very much affl icted with the British 
car disease. He truly is a glutton for 
punishment. Currently, he owns an 
’85 Jaguar XJ12 and a ’93 Range 
Rover as his daily drivers. Mind 
you, these vehicles are not pristine 
examples, but if it were not for this 
crazy Spaniard and his love of British 
automobiles, they would most likely 
be at the breakers. 
 I would like to present a bit 
of background to this character. I 
fi rst met Jose in DeKalb, Illinois, in 
’92. He had just moved here from 
the Canary Islands with his fi rst wife. 
We both were engineering students 

at NIU, and he joined the fraternity in 
which I was a member. At this time, 
Jose had a ’74 MGB as his only car. 
He didn’t know anything about auto 
repair or fault diagnosis, and since he 
drove an MG, he needed lots of help. 
One night he called me to tell me of 
a problem he had driving home from 
work. The engine in the B started to 
make a racket, and he lost oil pres-
sure. However, every few seconds it 
would come back up before dropping 
again. I told him he had spun a bear-
ing and not to run the car anymore. 
He decided to rebuild that engine, 
but since he knew nothing about it, I 
would have to help. This was my fi rst 
foray into the world of British engi-
neering. While I had helped Jose with 
electrical issues and other problems, 
I had never seen the inside of an MG 
engine. That was a revealing experi-
ence, and I swore I’d never own an 
MG or any British car for that matter. 
That worked out well.  
 Back to the engine. We rebuilt 
it on a shoestring, but it did run better 
than ever for him. From that point 
forward, Jose’s disease only grew 
worse since now he thought he was 
invincible at keeping British iron roll-
ing. Back home, Jose told me that he 
owned a couple of Austin Minis, but 
had the local mechanic fi x everything 
for him. Since the B, he has owned 
2 Jaguar XJS, [one roadster and a 
coupe], 2 early ‘90s XJ6s, and now 
the 2 junkers I mentioned  This guy 
has it bad. I would have thought he 
learned his lesson after the XJS 
coupe, when he could not get the 
12-cylinder beast to run.
 Jose is constantly working 
to keep these machines operable 
and on this day, I found him trying to 
remove one of the dual fuel tanks of 
the Jag. It seems that someone at 
one time was smart enough to take 

this monstrosity out of service and 
later put it up for sale. This is when 
Jose found it and knew he had to 
have it. What he didn’t really know 
about this particular Jag was that 
the left tank was rusty, and it was 
causing the usual assorted mess with 
the fuel system. As he was remov-
ing the offending tank, Jose asked 
me what projects I had lined up for 
my Triumph. I quickly replied none, 
other than to drive and enjoy it. Jose 
retorted, “Don’t you miss doing the 
large jobs on the car?”.      
 That question got me to 
thinking about all of the work I had 
done on my TR6, as well as a few 
other cars I had owned prior. While I 
like puttering about with cars, I have 
learned I have a limited skill set. Sure, 
I rebuilt a few engines and diagnosed 
many ailments that keep cars from 
running and made them right, but I 
have never rebuilt a gearbox on my 
own or learned bodywork and sheet 
metal fabrication. I have thought 
about building a resto mod out of a 
TR4 for some time now, but my lack 
of skills keeps me from pursueing 
that thought. At this moment in time, 
my honest answer to Jose was that 
I was happy with the situation I was 
in. I have a reliable daily use car and 
I have my toy that I can do whatever 
I choose with. I do not have to rely 
on the TR for my basic transport, so 
if it does need something out of the 
ordinary in maintenance, it is not a 
hardship to have it off the road for 
several days to get the repair done 
right. Also, I have done a lot of heavy 
work in the fi rst few years of my own-
ership of this car to get to this point. 
While there are always improvements 
to be made, I enjoy the fact that I can 
take my time to get them done.

Junior

BY ISOA PRESIDENT

which I was a member. At this time, 

work. The engine in the B started to 

ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can drive whatever you want. All you  Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can drive whatever you want. All you 
need to do is pay your annual dues of $35.00. (If you are a new member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and 
member kit) Your dues help cover the shipping and costs of the newsletter. Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er.

Send check to: Tim Buja, 1173 Butler Road, Rockford, IL  61108-4702Send check to: Tim Buja, 1173 Butler Road, Rockford, IL  61108-4702
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I was thoroughly unprepared for what 
happened next. In the 70,000 square 
foot space designated for the historic 
display, there were 44 of the most 
immaculate Triumphs I have ever 

seen. One group was arranged in a 
sequential semi-circle beginning with 
a TR2 and proceeding chronologically 
around to a TR8. In succession, was 
the aforementioned TR2, followed by 
a TR3, a TR4, a 4A, a 250, several 
TR6s, a TR7 and a TR8. The exhibit 
also included a one-owner Spitfi re 
Mark I, a Spitfi re 1500, two GT6s, and 

a Stag placed in the mix according to 
year. Each car had its own custom-
made storyboard that included the 
name and home town of the owner 
and various bits of information spe-
cifi c to that individual car. There were 
also numerous high quality posters 
made from high resolution photos 
of assorted interesting features from 
the cars placed behind them. The 
display was entirely professional in 
every sense of the word. [David, who 
has put on numerous trade shows, 
mentioned to me that he had in mind 
a modern day Earls Court, and he hit 
the mark spot on.] There was even 

a professional audio loop which was 
synchronized to the display; in other 
words, by starting with the TR2 and 
listening to the audio cues, a visi-
tor to the show could hear and see 
examples of all Triumph sports cars 
built by Standard Triumph from 1953 
to 1981.

 Inside the radius of historic  Inside the radius of historic 
cars, was a group of four success-
ful Triumph race cars clustered in a 
circle, to include a TR4, a GT6, and 
a TR8. The entire presentation was 
absolutely remarkable.
 In addition to the historic 
display, there was an eclectic assort-
ment of various other Triumphs 
shown. Among the many other cars, 
was a Triumph Dove race car recently 
featured in Hemmings Sports & 
Exotics magazine belonging to New 
Yorker Corey Sherman. There was 
also an exceptional Triumph Herald 
and also a modifi ed TR 250. There 
were not one, but two spectacular 
Triumph Italias. Other cars that 
attracted a great deal of attention 
included a freshly restored TR6 and 
a one-owner TR4 race prepared car. 
There were several TR3s grouped 

around an attractive display and 
also a combination of wedges at the 
opposite end of the hall. In addition, 
there was a collection of Standard 
Tens including a sedan, a pickup 
truck, a sedan delivery, and a station 
wagon, all of which belonged to the 
same owner, who had trucked his 
collection in from North Carolina.
 Last but not least, the star of 
the show was a 1935 Gloria. There 
are said to be only twelve Gloria’s 
in the world with only three in North 
America. The owner of the car on 
display has two of those three, and 
seeing this car alone was well worth 
the trip.
 We spent hours in the Tri-
umph display before looking at the 
late model cars for awhile. All too 
soon it was time to leave. We walked 
back to the hotel and picked up the 
car to begin the drive to Port Huron, 
MI, where we arranged to spend the 
night before returning home the fol-

Continued from page 16Continued from page 16

RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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lowing day. [Ed note: It should not 
go without mention that although the 
crossing into Canada was pleasantly 
uneventful, the return to the states 
was not handled by the American 
crossing guards with the same 
degree of courtesy.]
 We decided to explore the 
nightlife of Port Huron, such as it was, 
and chanced upon a  19th century 
warehouse that had been repurposed 
as a pub. The food and service were 
excellent, and we agreed that we 
were glad that we decided to take a 

pass on the generic restaurants along 
the expressway to check out a little 
local fl avor. We returned to the motel 
and watched the AZ Republican 
primary debate, which I believe was 
number 158 in a continuing series, 
before calling it a night. The following 
morning we were on the road early 
and managed to return to the western 
burbs just in time to beat an oncom-
ing snowstorm.
 All in all, this road trip will go 
down in the Streepy pantheon of car 
shows as the one of the best of all 

time. The Toronto club, in general, 
and David Fidler, in particular, are to 
be commended for putting on what 
they allege is the largest indoor dis-
play of Triumphs in history. My expec-
tation for this event was relatively 
modest going in, and I must confess 
that the Toronto people far exceeded 
anything that I had in mind for such an 
show. I can only pay them the highest 
compliment that comes to mind, and 
that is, “I don’t think ISOA could have 
done a better job.”

RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

SWAP MEET
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB STREEPY

THE 18TH ANNUAL BRITISH CARPART 
swap meet/autojumble took 
place on Sunday, February 26. 

To owners of British cars, this event 
symbolizes the arrival of spring far 
more than pitchers and catchers 
reporting to training camp or swal-
lows returning to Capistrano. This 
year’s bazaar marked the 18th time 
that the Chicagoland MG club has 
hosted this event at the DuPage 
County Fairgrounds in Wheaton. 
For the Coventry Irregulars, there 
was clearly a somber overtone cast 
upon this otherwise enjoyable event 
when word of the untimely passing of 
longtime ISOA member Dave Kayson 
that morning quickly spread among 
the members present.
 The ISOA booth, as usual, was 
opened bright and early and manned 
by Bill Jensen and Joe Felix. In addi-
tion to the long time regular booth 
workers, this year, to give Joe and 
Bill a break, Steve Yott’s apprentice, 
Murray, a mannequin garbed in ISOA 
regalia, helped hand out promotional 
literature and served as a warning to 
all who stopped by to stay back from all who stopped by to stay back from 

the cutaway transmission that was on 
display at the booth. Murray was only 
equipped with one arm; [the other 
stayed in Silver Lake] in response 
to the numerous concerns from 
passersby. This year, there was also 
a warning sign  prominently placed 
on the gearbox warning people that 
inserting one’s appendages into the 
gears could very well be hazardous 
to one’s health. The sign must have 
worked, since, aside from Murray, no 
one lost an arm or leg.

The swap meet always provides an 
opportunity for many Triumphistae 
to reconnect and catch up after a 
long winter’s hibernation. Such was 

the case again in 2012. Member 
Pat Morse, in fact, views the swap 
meet with such high regard that he 
arrived sartori-
ally resplendent 
in his Sunday 
finest. He may 
have felt a wee 
bit overdressed 
or self-conscious 
by quite possibly 
being the only 
person in atten-
dance wearing 
a shirt with collar 
let alone a tie 
and suit coat.
 T h e 
usual array of 
used and abused parts was on dis-
play by vendors from throughout the 
Midwest. While your humble and 
obedient scribe did not stay too long 
this year, during our time on the Fair-
grounds, we were pleased to run into 
Bob and Sue Lee who came down 
from northern Wisconsin

 While there can be no doubt 
that online auctions and Craig’s list 
have put a serious dent into the swap 
meet, this function still provides a 
vital service, if for no other reason 
than giving many of us a chance to 
reconnect after a long winter. 

SudsSuds
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TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB STREEPY

IT IS A COMMONLY HELD BELIEF THAT 
sequels seldom live up to the 
original. While that may be true 

for most cinemas, [Godfather II
notwithstanding], such is not the 
case for the second ISOA hub clinic. 
Following the successful disassem-
bly of more than a dozen IRS rear 
hubs earlier in February, several 
Coventry  Irregulars reconvened at 
the Silver Lake Triumph Centre to 
complete their appointed rounds by 
assembling the aforementioned rear 
hubs. During the two week hiatus, 
the hub owners had taken their hubs 

that they could be Magnafl uxed and 
inspected to make sure that all the 
parts were sound prior to reassembly. 
One or two insignifi cant cracks were 
discovered, but none of these was 
deemed life-threatening, so, following 
coffee and pastry in Steve Yott’s spot-

less garage, the reassembly process 
began. Steve, ably assisted by Macie 
the wonder dog, demonstrated the 
proper way to drive the bearing races 
into the hubs, how to lubricate the 
bearings, how to press the bearings 
into place, and how to correctly adjust 
for the proper amount of fl oat in the 
assembly. The hub owners watched 
intently while Steve explained each 
step in great detail, and then they 
set about following in his fi gurative 
footsteps
 By about noon, eight or 10 
hubs had been put back together and 
passed Steve’s fi nal inspection. At 
that point, the group broke for lunch. 
At this clinic, we defaulted to the all-

time favorite ISOA cuisine - pizza and 
beverages. Apparently, reassembling 
hubs builds up quite an appetite 
because the attendees attacked the 
pizzas like a group of Piranhas going 
after a wounded water buffalo. By 
early afternoon, all of the hubs were 
rebuilt, and the owners, to a man, 
seemed quite pleased with the results 
of the time spent at Steve’s place.
 It’s always impressive to 
observe Steve at these types of 
functions. He has that unique ability 
to make fairly complex mechani-
cal operations appear to be fairly 
straightforward. I think this is further 

confi rmation of the old adage, “The 
good ones always make it look easy.” 
Nevertheless, this particular opera-
tion should never be undertaken by 
anyone without considerable experi-
ence and the right tools. Fortunately 
for ISOA, Steve has an abundance 
of both, and we are, indeed, fortunate 
to have him as a member, particularly 
one who is so willing to share his 
considerable talents.

Suds

RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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CARB CLINIC
TEXT BY JACK BILLIMACK 

AS TOLD TO BOB STREEPY 
GRAPHICS BY THE AUTHOR

SOME TWO DOZEN COVENTRy 
Irregulars gathered on Lilac 
Lane in Prison City [a.k.a. 

Joliet] on Saturday, March 10, to 
participate in the 2012 edition of 
the club carburetor clinic. Host Bill 
Jensen provided coffee and pastry 
to the early birds who kibitzed for 
an hour or so that morning. At the 
stroke of nine, Joe “Stagmeister” 
Pawlak assumed the position of 
clinic facilitator and began a presen-
tation focused on SU and Zenith – 
Stromberg carbs for about an hour. 
He posted several large, exploded 
drawings of these apparatuses and 
discussed their basic principles of 
operation. He was assisted in his 
address by Tim “Toolman” Buja, and 
after an hour or so, he discharged 
the spectators to have at it on their 
own carbs.

Several of those ISOAers in atten-
dance had brought their own carbs 
for various and sundry types of 
attention. Among them was John 

Kolton, who had brought the car-
buretors from his TR 4A. He and 
Joe worked on disassembling and 
attending to whatever issues they 
presented. Frank Cartwright and 
Jerry Hurst, both of whom are well 
versed in the idiosyncratic nature 
of SU’s and Stromberg’s, also lent 
their expertise to some of the mem-
bers in attendance.
 Around noon, Bill brought 
out a cauldron of homemade soup 
that he had prepared for the fam-
ished attendees. There were also 
freshly baked cookies and other 
treats to supplement the main dish. 
Most of the workers appeared to 
be so enthralled at the carburetor 
rebuilding process that they opted 
to remain in the garage and eat on 
the run rather than run the risk of 
losing out on any valuable learning 
time.

 By early afternoon, things 
had begun to wind down, and the 
crowd started to dwindle. Those 
who had brought carbs for some 
specific type of remediation all 
seemed satisfi ed that their objec-
tives had been met. 
 This carb clinic, like some 
many clinics before it, left the fi rst-
timers in attendance awestruck at 
the collective knowledge possessed 
by the club “techsperts.” It may have 
seemed old hat to some of the vet-
eran members, but it’s well worth 
remembering for all of us just how 
fortunate we are to have access to 
the know-how of Joe, Tim, Frank, 
Jerry, and so many others who have 
offered their time and talent for the 
good of our membership.

RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR2     Al “Chromedome” Christopher
 773/233-2526

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
630/773-4806

TR4         Pat “PowerBuldge” Lobdell
219/942-1263

TR4A/ Steve “Godfather” Yott
250/5A 262/997-0701

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874-5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662-7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332-3119

Spitfi re -   Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
[Early] 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Bill “Mr. Bill” Jensen
[Late] 815/729-9731

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847 566 0478. 

Stag        Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
 847/683-9683

Herald Jack“Spuds” Billimack
815/459-4721

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” Crowley
 630/319-7343

Electrical,  Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683

IL. Dept. Revenue   Mike “Scooter” Johnson
Ombudsman  scooter5559@comcast.net
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THEY SAY THAT DRIVING A PORSCHE IS 
LIKE BECOMING ONE WITH THE ROAD

THE OWNER OF THIS PORSCHE 
cemented his position as one 
of the world’s worst drivers 

after getting his valuable sports car 
stuck in a road of wet concrete!. The 
hapless motorist was trying to beat 
the traffi c by driving his 911 Carrera 
S around a line of stationary cars, but 

the lane he pulled into had only just 
been laid, and the $116,,000 car got 
stuck deep in the wet cement. 
 The man had to stay in his 
Porsche while workmen tried to 
shovel around the wheels before it 
set any further. 
 Passersby in San Francisco, 
California, stopped to point and laugh 
at the driver. 
 Tim Gorzelany, who was 

passing, said, “Seems a Porsche 911 
driver with more money than brains 
ploughed into a pit of fresh cement 
where civic workers were re-paving 
the road along the coast.” 
 Cyclist Robert Etzler, who 
photographed the car, said it was 
stuck for around an hour. 
 He added, “The workmen had 
to try and free the Porsche by laying 
boards of wood under the wheels for 
him to back out on. 
 But all the wheels did were 
spin with the front end and undercar-
riage set too deep in the concrete for 
the owner to drive out. 
 Eventually they had to dig out 
concrete from around and under the 
car to free it. 
 I think the workmen were 
probably angry initially, but they were 
getting paid by the hour, so they were 
probably getting a kick out of it.

LAMBORGHINI WON AND LOST:
UTAH TRUCKER CRASHES PRIZE CAR 

AFTER SIX HOURS

BY MELISSA BELL

THIS IS A TALE OF WINNING AND LOSING

and a bright green Lambo-
rghini.

 Dave Dopp drives for a living 
— only he’s more comfortable behind 
the wheel of a long-haul truck than a 
Lamborghini, as recent events have 
proven. Dopp won a $300,000 Lam-
borghini in a contest — and crashed 
the car a mere six hours after picking 
it up. 

 Dopp won the car in a benefi t 
fundraiser sponsered by the conve-
nience store chain Maverik. After 
Dopp picked up the car, he spent the 
next six hours giving friends a chance 
to ride in the lime green car.  That is 
until the car hit a patch of black ice. 
The car fl ew off the road and crashed 
through a fence. 
 No one was injured — except 
for the winning car. Dopp said that 
once the car was returned from the 
shop, he’ll be selling it and buying a 
more family-friendly ride.
 And so goes one man’s short 
brush with joy riding.

GENERAL IN “TR” EST
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN“TR”EST

TRials 2012
Sept 6-9,

Welland, Ontario

June 20-23
Little Switzerland, NC

Oct. 28 - Nov. 2, 2012
Galveston Island, TX

The 2012 Classic Motorsports 
Mitty will also host the Friends of 
Triumph and their special “Kast-
ner Kup” race, held exclusively 
for Triumph-powered race cars 
to honor grand marshal Kas 
Kastner. This will be the 10th 
running of the Kastner Kup race,.

The 2012 Classic Motorsports 
Mitty will also host the Friends of Mitty will also host the Friends of 

25th Annual Michiana Brits 
British Car Show - June 24, 2012,
Saint Mary’s College, Notre 
Dame, IN. Entry fee $20 per 
vehicle, judging from 11 AM - 2 
PM, awards at 3 PM. Goody bags 
and collector show pins for the 
fi rst 100 cars. www.michianabrits.
com. or contact Larry Palguta 
(574) 288-3923(574) 288-3923

V.T.R. South Central 
Regional Convention 

April 26-28, 2012

Sept. 9th
Harper Community College

Palatine
[[note: new location]note: new location][note: new location][[note: new location][[[note: new location]note: new location][note: new location][[note: new location][
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN“TR”EST

April 13-5
Dobson, NC

August 26th,
Special ISOA group parking has been reserved. 

Contact Tom Morgan for details

July 14-15, 2012
Makray Memorial Golf Club - 1010 S. Northwest Highway, Barrington

June 17
Sussex, WI

Sunday, April 22, 2012
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free admission
See a variety of classic, hot rods, 
muscle cars, race cars, motorcycles 
and trucks. This new event will be 
held in the parking lot in front of the 
Health and Science Center at College of 
DuPage. Concessions will be available. 
www.cod.edu/special_event/carshow

Hosted by the Latino Ethnic 
Awareness Association and 
StreetStyle Car Club

Photo: Mike Baird, flickr.bairdphotos.comPhoto: Mike Baird, flickr.bairdphotos.com
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IN MEMORIAM

2012 ISOA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Roman Hrynewycz
708/456-4327

rah_63@comcast.net

Vice President    Jay Holekamp
630/653-0610

jholekamp@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer/  Kim Jensen 
Regalia 815/729-9731

KimandBill76@sbcglobal.net

Secretary Peter Conover 
peter.conover@comcast.net

708/383-9160

Newsletter Bob  Streepy*
Editor 630/372-7565

trstreep@sbcglobal.net

Events Jack Billimack*
815/459-4721

jbillimack@comcast.net.

Membership/ Tim  Buja* 
Webmaster 815/332-3119

thebujas@comcast.net

Motorsports/ Irv Korey* 
Curmudgeon 847/831-2809

emanteno@comcast.net

Technical  Joe Pawlak* 
Coordinator/ 847/683-4184
Newsletter     stagfi re6573@foxvalley net
Publisher 

BCU Mike Blonder*
Reps Terri Underhill

*past president

Tony Beadle 1943-2012
It is with great sorrow that we 
announce the passing of Tony 
Beadle. Tony succumbed to heart 
disease following a lengthy surgi-
cal procedure in January of this 
year. He was a well-known drag 
racer in the UK before becoming 

the fi rst editor of Triumph WorldTriumph World magazine. Tony was the guest Triumph World magazine. Tony was the guest Triumph World
of honor and keynote speaker at the 2005 VTR Convention 
hosted by ISOA, and following his visit to Rockford, he kept 
in contact with ISOA by providing SNIC BRAAAPP with regular SNIC BRAAAPP with regular SNIC BRAAAPP
submissions to the newsletter for several years.

Treasurer/  Kim Jensen 
Regalia 815/729-9731

Dave Kayson 1949-2012
We are deeply saddened to 
announce the passing of our 
close friend, Dave Kayson. 
Dave became a member of Dave became a member of 
ISOA in 1985 and is perhaps 
best known to the general 
membership as the drum-
mer in the club band the 
Spinal Tappets. The forma-
tion of the band was actually 
Dave’s brainchild. Members 
will remember Dave as some-

one who exemplifi ed the spirit of ISOA. He was always will-
ing to lend a hand or provide expert guidance on all things 
Triumph.
 Dave taught elementary and junior high school for over 
thirty years, retiring from School District 54 in Schaumburg in 
2004. As a classroom teacher, he was the recipient of the high-
est honor in education – the prestigious Golden Apple award. 
In his retirement, Dave devoted much of energy to operating 
Triumphant Restorations, a business devoted to buying, sell-
ing, repairing and restoring Triumphs. 
  He was also extremely active in the Willow Creek Com-
munity Church, donating his time to service late model cars for 
needy single moms. Dave is survived by his wife of thirty-fi ve 
years, Jan, and their son Kyle [Nicole] and daughter Robin 
[Michael] Jay, and four grandchildren. Donations may be made 
to www.worldvision.org or www.willowcreek.orgCars_Minis-
try]
  Services have been held.
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MARCH 2012 MEETING NOTES 
BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

MO R E 
than 60 
Coven-

try i r regulars 
crowded into the 
garden level of 
Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant  on 
Sunday, March 
4 to attend the 
monthly meet-
ing of the Illinois 
Sports Owners 

Association. The unusually high turnout 
could have been due to a demand for the 
new club license plate frames, procras-
tinators who wanted to pay their dues 
in order to receive the April issue of the 
newsletter, or a desire to say farewell to 
longtime club member, Dave Kayson. 
In all likelihood, it was a combination of 
the three.
 The meeting was called to 
order at 7:10 PM by President. Roman 
Hrynewycz introduced the members of 
the board in who attendance. Following 
that, your humble and obedient scribe 
gave a very brief memorial toast in 
honor of Dave Kayson before President 
Hrynewycz called for any new mem-
bers to step forward. Mario Picciola of 
Mokena, who owns a TR7, was the only 
novitiate in attendance. Tim Buja then 
gave a brief membership report and 
indicated that there were some current 
members who had not yet renewed their 
memberships but that he would extend 
the deadline until March 15
 Next up were the monthly prog-
ress reports from various club mem-
bers on their Triumph restorations. Tim 
Jensen announced that his wife’s spitfi re, 
Miss Elizabeth, was now sporting a pair 
of freshly rebuilt SU carburetors. Jim 
Aldrich mentioned that he had followed 
Stevie Yott’s sage advice for phasing 
his distributor, and his TR6 was now 
performing better than at any time since 
he owned it. Matt Krajniak indicated that 
he had decided to farm out any paintwork 
for his TR250 , since his two attempts at 
painting it had been less than stellar. Lars 
Sullivan indicated that he had done noth-
ing to his TR3. John Kolton told the group 

that he and his brother had removed the 
engine and transmission from his TR4A 
and that the motor was torn down prior 
to going off to the machine shop. Finally 
Joe Pawlak said that the body panels for 
his triumph stag had been staged and 
were now ready for welding.
 Roman then reviewed some of 
the more recent events, including the hub 
clinic.[see page 23] John Kolton, who 
attended, talked about the clinic, and. 
in addition, Jack Billimack gave a brief 
summary of the magn fl uxing process 
that the hubs were subjected to prior to 
re-assembly. Bill Jensen gave a short talk 
on the recent swap meet [see article on 
page 22 ], and I gave a short talk on the 
Toronto auto show which included a dis-
play of Triumphs [see article on page 16]. 
Roman then gave a short talk about the  
World of Wheels, where Peter Conover 
had his Aston Martin on display as part 
of the Ogden Top & Trim booth.
 Joe Pawlak then provided an 
extensuve discourse on welding. He 
talked about various types of welders 
including stick welders, mig welders and 
tig welders. He also discussed the merits 
of assorted types of helmets, gloves, 
scarves, pliers, extension cords, tips, and 
wires.
 After a short break, Jack talked 
about some of the upcoming events 
for the spring. Among other things he 
talked about the April meeting, which will 
include a brief discussion on upgraded 
lighting. He then talked about some of 
the upcoming clinics, including the carb 
clinic, the distributor clinic, and the tune-
up clinic. Jack also reminded everyone 
that the hosts of clinics, in addition to 
providing space generally offer lunch for 
those in attendance and that the sug-
gested donation for these meals should 
be $10.00. Jack reminded everybody that 
the hosts often go considerable effort to 
provide these clinics for us, and none of 
them should lose money in the process. 
Pat Morgan talked about the upcoming 
chili party and passed around a sign-up 
sheet asking for people to indicate what 
kinds of things they might be bringing.. 
Tom Morgan also talked a bit about the 
Geneva Concourse and mentioned that 
he and Denny Stock had taken it upon 
themselves to organize a special area 
for I SOA parking.

 Next up, the monthly raffl e was 
held, and the winner was Jim Aldrich, 
who went home with some new jumper 
cables, a set of screwdriver bits, and 
various and sundry other items of use to 
any Triumph owner.
 The monthly Peter M Roberts 
nominees included Pat Lobdell, for 
attempting to locate some purpose 
built cones used to true wire wheels on 
behalf of Danny Hill. [It should be added, 
that that never did fi nd them, but we all 
know it’s the thought that counts.] Mark 
Hattenhauer nominated Jim Aldrich, 
Jack Billimack, and Mike Konopka for 
reassembling his hubs at the clinic since 
he was unable to attend. Bill Kolton 
nominated his parents for taking them 
out to dinner on his birthday, and Frank 
Cartwright nominated Pete Ballard for 
gifting him with a Crane electronic igni-
tion for his TR6. For his efforts, Frank 
received the Memorial chalice, plus [and 
more importantly] a chit for free drink
 The Boomer nominations went to 
Peter Conover by way of Dennis Hill. It 
seems Peter in his notes from February 
listed Denny Stock rather than Danny 
Hill for a Peter M. Roberts nomination. 
Tim Buja was nominated by President 
Hrynewycz for leaving a meeting without 
the Boomer after he had agreed to deliver 
it to the winner. Finally, Roman himself 
was nominated for a slip of the tongue 
in which you referred to Mr. Jensen as 
Kim and Mrs. Jensen as Bill. The bent 
wire wheel is now residing in Casa 
Buja in Rockford 
for the next 30 
days. There being 
no new business, 
Roman adjourned 
the meeting at 
approx imate ly 
9:30
 With apol-
ogies for any unin-
tentional errors 
and omissions, 
your humble and 
obedient scribe 
pro tempore. 

Suds

MEETING RECAP

M
try irregulars 
crowded into the 
garden level of 
Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant  on 
Sunday, March 
4 to attend the 
monthly meet-
ing of the Illinois 
Sports Owners 
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CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

CLASSIFIED ADS: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classified advertisements from 
members who wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no 
charge, for club members for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, 
parts or related items that we deem of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do 
NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises – even if those businesses are owned or operated by club 
members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we feel might be of interest to our membership, 
we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, and the board of directors do 
not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity doing business in 
the Triumph-related domain. All ad copy is taken from sellers. SNIC BRAAAPP does not inspect any cars as a prequsite 
for inclusion here and does not assume any responsibility as to the accuracy of any ad text. As with any purchase, Caveat 
Emptor. To place an add, please e-mail Bob Streepy at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net or call 630/372-7565. The editor 
reserves the right to adjust the length of an ad to accommodate the space available.

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general 
meeting (birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

Griz Holbrook 4/01
Sue Lee 4/03
Bill Ruetsche 4/03
Diane Willow 4/08
Tim Mantel 4/08
Chuck Montague 4/08
Larry Nolan 4/08
Janet Hale 4/09
Mark Fisher 4/11
Steve Bruzek 4/15
Jim Casorio 4/15
Denise Allgaier 4/16

Tom Greever 4/17
Dale Martorana 4/22
Irv Korey 4/22
Kathy Marr 4/25
Julie Miczek 4/25
Lars Sullivan 4/25
Chris Smit 4/26
Tim Buja 4/27
Ed Krakowiak 4/28
Jerry Hurst 4/29
Steve Hale 4/29
Dave Shedor 4/30

New Members
157 memberships - 216 members

Bob and Sue Lee
N8753 County Rd F, River Falls, WI  54022-4714

715 425-2580 - EMail: bobbydean.lee@gmail.com
71 TR6

Charles Murphy
805 Manley Rd. St Charles, IL  60174-5560 

EMail: fvcsinc@aol.com
73 TR6

•For Sale: 1975 Triumph Spitfi re 1500. blue with tan interior, 
4-speed trans with electronic overdrive. Rebuilt engine with 
webber carb. Soft top, hard top, tonneau cover, and parade 
boot  $4500 847-234-3821 (ask for Greg or Mark) [02/12]

Wanted: Cash paid for vintage vinyl. 45s or LPs. To be used 
for Spinal Tappets archival research. Contact Dan Swanson 
tspit74@comcast.net or 630/271-1138 [04/12]

•For Sale: TR4 grille VGC, 70-72 TR6 dash, Good shape, 
Lucas 551 Reverse Lamp - period correct for TR3, Bob 
Streepy  trstreep@sbcglobal.net, or 630/372-7565. [04/12]

NEW ISOA REGALIA AVAILABLE 
-JUST IN TIME FOR MOTHER’S DAY!-

 Show your club spirit by sporing the latest and greatest 
ISOA bling. Club license plate frames made of 14 gauge 
stainless steel in black powdered, brushed, or bright fi nishes 
are now available for only $20.00. See Bill Jensen at the 
next meeting or mail check fro $27.50 to cover shipping 
and handling to Kim Jensen, 903 Lilac lane, 60435-3239 

COMING IN YOUR MAY
SNIC BRAAAPP

•CHILIFEST 2012
 •UPDATED CARAVANNING GUIDELINES
  •RUMPUS ON “BECOMING MITT ROMNEY”
   •STALLING ISSUES WITH THE TR7 V8 CONVERSION
    •JOE & KATHY’S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE

Lots More StuffLots More StuffLots More Stuf

COMING IN YOUR MAYCOMING IN YOUR MAY

f
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“TR” CHIVE CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site: http://www.snic-braaapp.org 
To  subsc r ibe  to  the  ISOA e lec t ron ic  ma i l i ng  l i s t  ema i l  t hebu jas@comcas t .ne t

Your userid and password is only for the membership roster that we keep on the website. Each ISOA member 
must logon to the site with his/her own nickname and password to gain access to the “Members Only” material.

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO

Actual factory prototype TR “Ranchero”

ISOA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

And who said those madcap Standard Triumph designers didn’t have a sense of humour?
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RUFUS LEAKING’S CUSTOM TR3

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103Bartlett, IL 60103

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR

RUFUS LEAKING’S CUSTOM TR3


